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CITY  OF  I    M  BOSTON. 


ANNUAL    KEPOET 


INSPECTOR   OF  BUILDINGS, 


FOR  THE  YEAR    1883. 


DEPARTMENT     FOR     THE      SURVEY      AND      INSPECTION      OF 

BUILDINGS. 

Office  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings, 

Old  State  House,  January  1,  1884. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:  — 

Gentlemen,  —  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 7  of  Chapter  280  of  the  Laws  of  1871  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  detailed  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  department  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1883. 

The  several  branches  of  work  over  which  this  department 
has  supervision  and  direction  have  been  performed  with  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  Inspector  and  all  parties  in  interest. 

The  regular  daily  routine  work  has  received  the  strictest 
attention  and  scrutiny.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pre- 
vent violations  of  law  regulating  construction,  and  particu- 
larly those  principles  of  mechanism  which  are  constantly 
beino;  violated,  the  result  of  ignorance  or  indifference. 
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REPORT. 

The  success  that  the  department  has  met  with  in  the 
prosecution  of  its  business  I  attribute  to  the  experience  and 
familiarity  with  the  methods  adopted  for  applying  the  law, 
and  the  increasing  proficiency  of  the  officers. 
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The  official  intercourse  with  owners,  architects,  contrac- 
tors, and  builders  has  been  marked  with  mutual  deference 
and  courtesy. 

I  would  again  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to 
the  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report,  to  wit  : 
that  the  building  limits  be  so  extended  as  to  include  the 
Charlestown  District. 

I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  our  building  laws 
be  amended ;  that  internal  construction  be  so  regulated  that 
the  spreading  of  fire  from  one  part  of  a  building  to  another, 
by  Reason  of  continuous  flues  or  conduits  (as  now  practised 
in  construction),  be  prohibited  by  statute  law.  This  is 
imperatively  necessary  as  a  better  means  of  protection 
against  the  loss  of  life  by  fire  ;  and  especially  is  this  neces- 
sary in  hotels,  apartment  and  tenement  houses. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  for  the  able  and  efficient 
service  they  have  rendered  the  department,  for  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  they  responded  to  all  meetings,  and  the 
thorough  manner  in  which  they  discharged  the  intricate 
duties  referred  to  them  for  adjudication. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  relating  to  buildings 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  under  the  provisions  of  the  City 
Ordinances  relating  to  buildings,  the  department  has  super- 
vision over  the  following  matters  :  — 

The  erection  of  brick,  stone,  and  iron  buildings,  under  stat- 
ute provisions,  throughout  the  entire  city  limits. 

The  erection  of  wooden  or  frame  buildings  of  limited  dimen- 
sions and  range,  outside  of  the  building  limits,  under 
the  provision  of  the  city  ordinance. 

Additions,  alterations,  and  repairs  upon  all  classes  of  build- 
ings, with  especial  reference  to  their  compliance  with 
the  present  requirements  of  the  building-law. 

The  inspection  of  unsafe  buildings  and  structures,  with  full 
power  to  require  the  securing  or  removal  of  the  same, 
and  in  cases  of  immediate  danger,  where  the  security 
of  the  public  is  imperilled  in  life  and  limb,  authority  to 
enter  upon,  secure,  or  take  down  the  same,  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  safety,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Inspector,  may  require. 

The  examination  of  buildings  damaged  by  fire  or  accident, 
with  authority  to  enter  upon  the  premises  and  investigate 
the  origin  of  fires. 

The  inspection  of  buildings  liable  to  take  fire  from  unsafe 
flues  and  heating  apparatus. 
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The  supervision  and  the  protection  of  the  building  limits; 
the  district  in  which  the  erection  of  independent 
wooden  buildings  is  prohibited  by  statute  law,  with  a 
limitation  as  to  wharves. 

Special  authority  invested  in  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to 
issue  permits  for  wooden  and  frame  sheds  for  special 
purposes  at  his  discretion,  upon  wharves  situated  within 
the  building  limits  of  the  city. 

The  examination  for  the  approval  of  plans  of  proposed  tene- 
ment-houses, public  and  family  hotels,  with  reference 
to  their  compliance  with  special  statute  provisions,  regu- 
lating area  for  light  and  ventilation,  material  of  con- 
struction of  water-closets,  drainage,  cesspools,  height  of 
habitable  rooms,  window  openings,  hall-ways,  construc- 
tion of  stair-ways,  fire-escapes,  and  the  height  of  the 
building  as  regulated  by  the  width  of  the  street  upon 
which  they  are  proposed  to  be  erected. 

The  enforcement  of  statutory  provisions  requiring  fire- 
escapes  upon  certain  buildings  in  which  operatives  are 
employed,  in  factories,  mills,  or  manufactories,  tene- 
ment-houses, and  hotels,  etc. 

Authority  invested  in  the  Inspector  of  Building,  under  the 
Act  relating  to  means  of  egress  from  buildings  occupied 
for  public  purposes,  to  regulate  the  entrances,  door- 
ways, passage-ways,  their  width,  construction,  and  num- 
ber, and  obstructions  that  may  be  placed  therein,  the 
arrangement  of  the  seatings,  and  the  use  of  combustible 
materials,  draperies,  scenery,  properties,  etc. 

The  inspection  of  all  hoist-way  and  elevator  openings  in 
buildings,  with  reference  to  their  construction  in  com- 
formity  with  the  requirements  of  statute  law  and  their 
use. 

Compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  setting  of  steam-engines  and  boilers. 

The  building  of  furnaces  for  melting  iron,  glass,  or  other 
metals. 

The  building  of  ovens,  kilns,  etc. 

The  setting  of  heating  apparatus  in  all  classes  of  buildings. 

The  examination  of  the  grade  of  cellar  bottoms  of  buildings 
built  upon  filled  land  ;  reporting  violations  of  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  storage  of  combustible  material  in  buildings  occupied  in 
whole  or  in  part  as  dwellings,  situated  within  the  build- 
ing limits  of  the  city. 

Buildings  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  be  used 
for  stables  are  licensed  to  be  occupied  for  this  purpose, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 
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Authority  invested  in  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  by  special 
statute  to  prohibit  the  use  of  unsafe  and  dangerous 
elevators.  A  notice  of  said  action  to  be  placarded  on 
the  door  or  entrance  of  cab  or  car. 

Authority  invested  in  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  regulate 
the  number  of  watchmen,  red-lights,  gongs,  etc.,  and 
require  any  further  provisions  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  life  in  hotels,  boarding  and  lodg- 
ing houses. 

The  regulation  of  plumbing. 

The  examination  of  buildings,  with  reference  to  their  being 
provided  with  ample  and  sufficient  means  of  egress,  and 
their  compliance  with  statute  requirements,  upon  petition 
for  license  to  occupy  the  same  as  a  place  of  public 
amusement. 

Examination  of  private  signs,  lanterns,  druggists'  mortars, 
etc.,  located  in  the  public  highways,  upon  a  petition  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  maintain  the  same,  if  secured 
satisfactory  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Authority  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  an 
injunction  restraining  the  construction  of  windows, 
steps,  and  porches,  projecting  into  or  over  any  public 
highway. 

The  inspection  of  all  steam-boilers,  so  that  the  facts  and 
returns  relative  to  them,  required  to  be  made,  may  be 
returned  to  the  Tax  Commissioners. 

The  projection  of  electric  lights  throughout  the  entire  city. 

The  construction,  management,  and  inspection  of  hoist-ways 
and  elevators  throughout  the  entire  city. 

Very  respectfully, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  DAMRELL, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 


The  Operations  of  the  Department. 

The  number  of  brick,  stone,  and  iron  build- 
ings for  which  permits  have  been  issued 
during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  23(3 

The  number  of  wooden  buildings  for  which 

permits  have  been  issued  during  the  year    .  1,005 

The  number  of  sheds  situated  upon  wharves 
within  the  building  limits  of  the  city  for 
which  permits  have  been  issued         .  .  19 
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The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits 
have  been  issued  to  have  additions  built  to 
them,  or  to  have  alterations  and  repairs 
made  upon  them        .....  2,144 

The    number  of  steam-boilers,   engines,  etc., 

for  which  permits  have  been  issued  to  set     .  233 

The  number  of  ovens,  ranges,  etc.,  for  which 

permits  have  been  issued  to  build         .  .  45 

The  number  of  kilns,  kettles,  etc.,  for  which 

permits  have  been  issued  to  build         .  .  7 

The  number  of  furnaces,  etc.,  for  which  per- 
mits have  been  issued  to  build     ...  27 

The  number  of  heating  apparatus  for  which 
notices  have  been  received  with  intention  to 
put  in  .  ...  .  .  .  440 

The  number  of  permits  issued  for  the  occupancy 

of  streets  for  building  purposes  .  .  .  1,451 

The  number  of  electric  lights  for  which  per- 
mits have  been  issued  to  project  .  .  41 

The   number  of  buildings   for  which   permits 

have  been  issued  to  perform  plumbing  .  1,325 

The  number  of  examinations    made    on   new 

buildings  in  process  of  erection  .  .  8,759 

The  number  of  examinations  made  on  buildings 

undergoing  repairs,  alterations,  etc.     .  .  6,117 

The  number  of  special  examinations  made        .  177 

The  number  of  examinations  made  on  build- 
ings, with  reference  to  their  means  of  egress 
in  case  of  lire  or  panic         ....  1,173 

The  number  of  examinations  that  have  been 
made  on  hoist-ways  and  elevators,  with  ref- 
erence to  their  conforming  to  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinances        .....  1,260 

The  number  of  examinations  made  with  ref- 
erence to  the  setting  of  steam-boilers    .  .  523 

The  number  of  examinations  made  with  ref- 
erence to  the  setting  of  heating  apparatus,  560 

The  number  of  examinations  made  for  sundry 

purposes    .......  74 

The  number  of  examinations  made  of  buildings 

in  process  of  plumbing        .  .  .  .  2,773 

The  number  of  examinations  made  of  signs, 
lanterns,  transparencies,  and  druggists' 
mortars,  located  in  public  highways,  upon  a 
petition  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  main- 
tain the  same,  if  secured  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings     ...  22 
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The  number  of  examinations  made  of  plans      .  1,163 

The  number  of  examinations  made  as  to  com- 
bustible material  being  improperly  stored  in 
buildings  .......  2 

The  number  of  examinations  made  of  electric 
lights  projected  from  buildings,  with  regard 
to  security  of  same    .....  38 

The  number  of  examinations  made  on  buildings 
damaged  bv  fire  or  accident,  with  reference 
to  cause  of  same         .....  431 

The  number  of  reports  made  of  buildings, 
walls,  etc.,  in  an  unsafe  and  dangerous 
condition   .......  195 

The  number  of  reports  made  of  chimneys  in  an 

unsafe  and  dangerous  condition  .  .  .  27G 

The  number  of  reports  made  of  flues  in  a  defec- 
tive condition     ......  28 

The  number  of  reports  made  of  heating  appa- 
ratus in  an  unsafe  condition         ...  15 

The  number  of  reports  made  on  boilers,  fur- 
naces, etc.,  in  an  unsafe  condition         .  19 

The    number   of    reports   made    on   buildings 

damaged  by  fire  or  accident       .  .  .  848 

The    number    of     reports     made    for    sundry 

purposes    .......  178 

The  number  of  reports  made   on  violations  of 

the  building  statutes  .  .  .  .  .  218 

The  number  of  reports  made  on  violation  of 

the  building  ordinances      ....  203 

The  number  of  reports  made  on  violation  of 

the  elevator  ordinances    ....  1,053 

The  number  of  reports  made  on  violation  of 

the  plumbing  .....  306 

The  number  of  reports  made  on  completed  new 

buildings  .......  1,320 

The  number  of  notices  issued  on  the  violation 

of  building  statutes    .....  166 

The  number  of  notices  issued  on  the  violation 

of  the  building  ordinance    .  .  .  .  85 

The  number  of  notices  issued  on  the  violation 

of  the  elevator  ordinance    .  .  .  .  778 

The  number  of  notices  issued  on  the  violation 

of  the  plumbing  ordinance  .  .  .  253 

The  number  of  notices  issued  on  unsafe  build- 
ings, walls,  etc.  .....  98 

The  number  of  notices  issued   on    dangerous 

chimneys  .......  163 
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The  number  of  notices    issued  on  insufficient 

egress  and  fire-escapes       ....  290 

The  number  of  notices  issued  on   boilers,  fur- 
naces, etc.,  in  an  unsafe  condition        .  .  22 
The  number  of  notices  issued  on  stables,  with 

reference  to  license  of  same         .  .  .  56 

The  number  of  miscellaneous  notices  issued     .  322 

The  number  of  buildings,   walls,  etc.,  in  an 

unsafe  condition  recorded  .  .  .  .  112 

The  number  of  chimneys  in  an  unsafe  and  dan- 
gerous condition  recorded  ....  176 

The  number  of  defective  flues  recorded   .  .  25 

The  number  of  heating  apparatus  in  an  unsafe 

condition  recorded      ......  19 

The  number  of  violations  recorded  .  .  2,222 

The  number  of  requisitions  issued  for  better 

means  of  egress  from  buildings.      (Special),  251 
The  number  of  brick  buildings  completed,  and 
upon    which   final   reports   have   been   ren- 
dered                             238 

The  number  of  wooden  buildings  completed, 
and   upon    which   final    reports    have    been 
rendered    .......  703 

The  number  of  buildings  upon  which  repairs, 
alterations,   and    additions  have  been  com- 
pleted during  the  year         ....  2,040 

The    number  of  steam-boilers,   engines,   etc., 

set,  and  furnaces,  ovens,  ranges,  etc.,  built,  260 

The  number  of  heating  apparatus  set       .  624 

The  number  of  fire-escapes  completed  during 

the  year    .......  88 

The  number  of  electric  lights  completed  during 

the  year    .......  54 

Estimated  cost  of  completed  brick  buildings    .       $5,864,577 
"  "  '  *  wooden  and  frame 

buildings         .      $1,670,806 
"  "  "  additions,   altera- 

tions,  and   re- 
pairs      .         .      $2,386,226 
"  "  setting    steam-boilers,    en- 

gines, etc.,  building  fur- 
naces, ovens,  ranges,  etc. ,  $2 14,248 
'"            "           setting  heating  apparatus,  $83,632 
"            "            securing  unsafe  buildings, 

etc/    ....  $6,810 

"  "  securing  dangerous    chim- 

neys    ....  $2,132 
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Estimated  cost  of   providing  fire-escapes  and 

additional  means  of  egress,  $12,687 

"  completed  electric  lights    .  $2,810 

amount  of  damage  to  buildings   by 

fire  is $563,679 

cost  of  removing  violations  of  the 

building  statutes    .  .  $3,086 

"  removing       violations      of 

building   ordinances        .  $1,397 

"  removing  violations  of  ele- 

vator ordinances     .  .  $11,450 

"  removing      violations       of 

plumbing  ordinances       .  $554 

The  number  of  communications,  notices,  etc., 

received,  referred,  and  acted  upon       .  .  653 


From    City   Council 

Police  Department 
Surveyor's  Department 
Fire   Department 
Board  of  Health 
General   communications 


81 

51 

38 

3 

153 
327 


Total  ......  653 
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Shotting  the  Number  of  Stories  and  Styles  of  Roofs  of  the 
foregoing  Buildings. 


"Ward. 

CO 

m 

No.  of  Stories. 

Style  of  Roof. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

r 
a 

+-5 

5 

o 

0 

P 
m 

1 

4 
1 
1 

5 
5 

1 

■    • 
j 

5 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 
1 

5 

l 

1 

2    ; 

3 

4 

6   .    . 

8 
9 
1 
3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

1 

5 
1 

1 

1 
1 

6 

7 
1 

2 

2 

1 

<7 

9 

io 

9 

59 
16 

1 
4 
5 

8 
1 

1 

20 

4 

17 

3 

9 
4 

2 
1 
3 

1 

28 
1 

8 
29 
12 

1 

2 
2 

1 

11 

13 

5 
15 

2 

2 

8 

5 

2 

1 

•    • 

■   • 

2 
1 

3 

12 

2 

15   .    .   .   

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.    . 

11 

3 

8 

11 

17 

6 

.    . 

5 

1 

4 

2 

.    . 

18 

8 

•   • 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

.   • 

•    • 

6 

2 

19 

5 

•   • 

1 

2 

2 

5 

.    . 

20 

18 

3 

13 

1 

1 

13 

3 

2 

21 

8 

1 

2 

5 

1 

4 

3 

22 

18 

10 

2 

3 

2 

1 

15 
3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

24 

7 

3 

4 

R 
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6 

6 
43 

51 

54 

55 

24 

8 

1 

59 

6 

26 

4 

236 

146 

1 
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Showing    the    Number    of    Stories    and  Styles  of   Hoofs  of   the 

foregoing  Buildings. 


Ward. 

CO 

o  g 

fc"3 
m 

No.  OF  Storie 

i. 

S 

tyle  of  Roof. 

1 

2 

3 

9 
2 

18 
4 
8 

20 
9 

10 

T 
11 

20 

28 

24 

18 

1 

4 

Man. 

Flat. 

Pitch. 

Hip. 

1 

2 

65 
21 
22 
21 
24 
39 
66 
39 
12 
73 
91 
43 
150 
243 
96 

23 

10 

1 

7 

10 

15 

23 

9 

2 

14 

20 
3 
48 
65 
33 

33 

9 
1 

9 

4 

4 

34 

19 

3 

48 

51 

12 

77 

160 

62 

2 
1 

2 

18 
2 

20 
11 
21 
18 
22 
32 
39 
20 
9 

23 
32 
29 
29 
3  8 
12 

22 
8 
1 
3 
2 
7 

13 
9 
2 

45 

48 

6 

110 

165 

77 

5 

3 

4 

5 

■    •    • 

13 

15 

1 
1 

14 

10 

1 

1 

4 
2 
5 
16 
3 

•   •   • 

19 

so 

4 

21 „ 

7 

22 

6 

6 

24 

24 

25 

4 

Totals 

1,005 

283 

526 

189 

7 

76 

355 

518 

56 
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Special  Permits. 

The  provisions  of  Section  1  of  Chapter  260  of  the  Acts  of 
1872  prohibit  the  erection  of  independent  wooden  buildings 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  district  known  as  the  building 
limits  of  the  City  of  Boston,  with  certain  exceptions  as  to 
wharves. 

Wooden  additions  to  existing  buildings  in  this  district  can, 
however,  be  erected,  with  a  limitation  as  to  height  and  area 
to  be  covered. 

These  limits  are  established  by  the  City  Council  under 
statute  authority;  and  by  an  ordinance  approved  July  8, 
1871,  were  defined  as  follows  :  — 

Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  line  of  Dover  and  Albany 
streets,  thence  running  eastwardly  through  the  centre  of  Dover  street  to 
the  Harbor  Cornnlissioners,  line;  thence  around  the  northerly  portion  of 
the  "  City  Proper,"  by  the  said  Harbor  Commissioners1  line  to  a  point 
on  Charles  river,  opposite  the  centre  line  of  Parker  street  or  cross  dam; 
thence  through  the  centre  of  Parker  street  or  cross  dam  to  a  point 
opposite  the  centre  of  Ruggles  street ;  thence  through  the  centre  of 
Ruggles  street  to  the  centre  of  Washington  street ;  thence  through  the 
centre  of  Washington  street  to  a  point  opposite  the  centre  of  Palmer 
street ;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Palmer  and  Eustis  streets  to  the 
centre  of  Hampden  street ;  and  thence  through  the  centre  of  Hampden 
and  Albany  streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  said  district  being  shown  by  a  shaded  red  line  on  a  plan  made  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  26,  1871,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  City  Surveyor. 

The  above  ordinance,  establishing  the  boundaries  of  the 
building  limits,  was  amended  April  6,  1878,  by  striking  out 
after  the  words,  "to  a  point  on  Charles  river  opposite  the 
centre  line  of,"  the  words  "Parker  street  or  cross  dam,"  and 
inserting  in  their  place  the  words,  "West  Chester  park  as 
extended ;  thence  through  the  centre  of  West  Chester  park 
to  its  intersection  with  Boylston-street  extension  ;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Boylston-street  extension  to  the  centre 
of  Park  street";  and  after  the  words,  "dated  June  26th, 
1871,"  insert  the  words,  "as  amended  as  shown  by  a  shaded 
blue  line  on  said  plan."  December  31,  1881,  the  following 
was  passed :  — 

AN     ORDINANCE     TO     AMEND     AN     ORDINANCE     IN     RELATION    TO     THE 
REGULATION  AND   INSPECTION   OF   BUILDINGS. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common   Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  in  City  Council  assembled,  as  folloius :  — 

Section  1.  Section  1,  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  regulation 
and  inspection  of  bnildings,  passee  July  8,  1871,  and  amended  April  6, 
1878,  is  hereby  repealed  and  the  following  enacted  in  place  thereof:  — 
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Section  1.  The  limits  within  which  all  buildings  hereafter  erected 
shall  be  required  to  conform  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  280  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one  are  hereby  established  and  defined 
as  follows :  — 

Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  line  of  Dover  and  Albany 
streets,  thence  running  eastwardly  through  the  centre  of  Dover  street  to 
the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line ;  thence  around  the  northerly  portion  of 
the  "  City  Proper,"  by  the  said  Harbor  Commissioners1  line  to  a  point 
on  Charles  river  at  the  intersection  of  said  line  with  a  boundary  line 
between  Brookline  and  Boston ;  thence  along  said  boundary  line  to  a 
point  opposite  the  centre  of  Longwood  avenue ;  eastwardly  to  the 
centre  of  Bumstead  lane ;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Bumstead  lane 
to  the  centre  of  Ward  street ;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Ward  street 
to  the  centre  of  Parker  street;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Parker 
street  to  Ruggles  street ;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Ruggles  street 
eastwardly  to  the  centre  of  Washington  street;  thence  through  the 
centre  of  Washington  street  to  a  point  opposite  the  centre  of  Palmer 
street ;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Palmer  and  Eustis  streets  to  the 
centre  of  Hampden  street ;  and  thence  through  the  centre  of  Hampden 
and  Albany  streets  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  said  district  being  shown  by  a  shaded  red  line  on  a  plan  made  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  28,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  City  Surveyor. 
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Showing  the  Number  of  Stories  and  Styles  of  Roofs  of  the  foregoing 

Buildings. 


Wards. 

02 

o  fc 

n 

No. 

OF  Stokies. 

Style  op  Roof. 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

3 

© 

6 

5 

1 

6 

•7 

@ 

3 
1 

3 
1 

3 
1 

9 

11 

12 

13 

6 

4 

1 

1 

.... 

6 

.  .  . 

14 

1© 

17 

1 

1 

1 

18 

19 

29 

21 

22 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

23 

25 

Totals 

19 

15 

3 

1 

.... 

18 

i 

22 
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Steam-Engines,  Boilers,  Ovens,  and  Furnaces. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  18  of  Chapter  371  of  the 
Acts  of  1872,  this  department  has  supervision  of  the  setting 
of  all  steam-boilers  and  heating  apparatus,  and  the  building 
of  ovens,  furnaces,  etc. 

The  prosecution  of  this  work  does  not,  however,  involve 
an  inspection  of  the  boilers,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  their 
condition  and  safety,  and,  though  frequently  called  to  act  for 
that  purpose,  it  has  no  legal  authority. 


Steam-Engines,  Boilers,  Furnaces,  etc. 

The  number  of  steam-boilers,  engines,  furnaces,  etc.,  for 
which  permits  have  been  issued  during  the  year,  is  as 
follows  :  — 


Steam-Engines,  Boilers. 


Steam-engines. 
Steam-boilers  . 
Steam-boilers  and  engines 
Gas  engines     . 


52 

153 

25 

3 


OvenSf  Ranges,  etc. 


233 


Ovens     . 

... 

>          «          . 

7 

Baker's  ovens  . 

... 

. 

6 

Drying  ovens  . 

.          »          . 

> 

2 

Broilers  . 

... 

•          .          . 

8 

Coffee-roasters 

... 

>          .          * 

8 

Ranges   . 

.          .          »         < 

.          . 

12 

Tire  ovens 

. 

• 

2 

45 


Smoke-rooms  . 
Kettles    . 


Kettles,  etc. 
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Furnaces,  etc. 


Forges 


Blacksmith  forges 
Tailor's  furnaces 
Melting  furnaces 
Furnaces 
Glass  furnace  . 


27 


Heating  Apparatus . 
Furnaces,  and  other  heating  apparatus 


312 


440 


Alterations,  Additions,  and  Repairs. 

The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits  have  been 
issued  to  have  alterations  made  upon  them,  and  to  have 
additions  built  to  them,  is  2,144,  classified  as  follows  :  — 


Brick 
Wood 
Stone 
Iron 


Total 


.       897 

.    1,237 

9 

1 

.    2,144 


Showing  the  number  in  each  ward  of  the  foregoing :  — 


ard  1 

i 

,   118 

Wa 

"   2 

92 

"   3 

77 

"   4  . 

54 

<<   5  . 

65 

"   6 

136 

«   7 

142 

"   8 

42 

"   9 

50 

"  10 

191 

"  11 

61 

"  12 

.   118 

«  13 

- 

73 

"  14 

90 

Total 


63 

53 

60 

44 

82 

88 

73 

66 

119 

118 

63 

2,144 
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Means  of  Egress  and  Fire-escape. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  building  law,  fire-escapes  and 
sufficient  means  of  egress  are  required  in  the  following 
classes  of  buildings  :  — 

Buildings  in  which  operatives  are  employed  in  any  of  the 
stories  above  the  second  story. 

Buildings  occupied  by  two  or  more  families  on  any  floor 
above  the  second  floor  from  the  level  of  the  street. 

Hotels,  boarding  and  lodging  houses,  factories,  mills  or 
manufactories. 

Buildings  occupied  in  part,  or  in  whole,  for  any  public 
purpose. 

All  new  buildings  belonging  to  any  of  the  above  classes 
are  especially  examined  in  regard  to  their  construction,  with 
reference  to  fulfilling  legal  requirements  in  furnishing  suitable 
and  ample  means  of  egress  in  case  of  fire  or  accident. 

The  number,  location,  arrangement,  and  width  of  the 
stair- ways  ;  the  proposed  number  of  occupants  or  operatives  ; 
the  proposed  use  of  the  building ;  its  proximity  to  other 
buildings,  and  the  materials  of  which  it  is  built,  —  all  enter 
into  consideration. 

Old  buildings  altered  to,  or  by  occupancy  brought  to,  be 
comprised  in  any  of  the  above  classes  of  buildings  requiring 
fire-escapes,  are  also  duly  inspected,  and  the  necessary  means 
of  escape  are  required,  the  same  as  if  it  was  a  new  building. 
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Number  of  Electric  Lights  for  which   Permits    were 
issued  to  project,  during  the  year. 


Ward  5 

7 

10 

11 


1 

7 
21 

2 


Ward  12 
16 


Totals 


9 

1 

41 


Number  of  Buildings    in   each  Ward  for  which  Per- 
mits  HAVE   BEEN   ISSUED    TO    PERFORM   PLUMBING   IN. 

Ward    1 


1  . 

28 

2   . 

10 

Ward  15   .   ■   .  20 

3   . 

45 

16 

31 

4 

26 

17 

.  27 

5   . 

28 

18 

66 

6 

46 

19 

43 

7 

.  37 

20 

82 

8   . 

16 

21 

75 

9 

.  39 

•  22 

.  45 

10 

.  92 

23 

.  88 

11 

.  124 

24 

172 

12 

.  71 

25   . 

.  38 

13 

,  21 

14 

,  55 

1,325 

Number   of   Unsafe  Buildings,  Walls, 

during  the  year. 

Unsafe  buildings 
conductors 
door-caps 
fire-escape 
flagstaff  . 
floors 
gutters    . 
pier 

platform 
railing    . 
shed 

smoke-pipe 
steps 
walls 
window-cap 


ETC.,    REPORTED 


55 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

40 
1 


112 
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Unsafe  heating  apparatus 
Dangerous  chimneys   . 
Defective  flues    . 


.  19 
.  176 
.     25 


The  Number  of  Violations  investigated  and  reported 

on  is  as  follows  : 


Air-box  against  furnace    . 
Bay-window  projecting  into  street 
Board  girts 
Boiler  improperly  set 
Broken  chains 
Broken  conductor    . 
Bulkhead  not  fire-proof    . 
Chimney  not  thick  enough 
Chimney  flue  entered  for  vent 
Chimneys  not  plastered    . 
Chimney  supported  by  wood-work 
Chimney  not  properly  bonded 
Column  improperly  loaded 
Combustible  roofing 
Defective  chimney  . 
Defective  drain 
Defective  conductor 
Defective  foundation 
Defective  gutter 
Defective  platform  . 
Defective  rail . 
Defective  ropes  and  wires 
Door  latch  out  of  order 
Door  lock  out  of  order 
Doors  open  from  outside 
Doors  not  self-locking 
Doors  not  metal  lined 
Door-way  not  properly  closed 
Drain-pipe  not  through  foundation 
Earthen  drain-pipes 
Elevator  out  of  repair 
Elevator  rope  too  long 
Elevator  shaft  not  tin  lined 
Elevator  shaft  lined  with  tin 
Exceeding  height     . 
Exceeding  ransre 
External  wall  of  wood 
Fire-escape  not  braced 

Carried  fonca  rd , 


1 
6 
1 
3 
5 
1 
1 
2 
1 

11 

23 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 

84 
3 
2 
3 
1 
7 
1 
2 

13 
2 
1 
4 
1 
7 
4 
3 
1 

200 
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Brought  forward, 
Fire-escape  improperly  placed 
Eire-escapes  none    . 
Flues  not  thick  enough     . 
Flues  against  wood-work . 
Foundation  insufficient 
Framing  improper  . 
Frame  work  of  elevator  car  broken 
Furnace  improperly  set 
Floor  timbers  in  flue 
Gates  out  of  place  . 
Gasoline  under  sidewalk 
Grates  improperly  set 
Gear  broken    . 

Girders  not  properly  supported 
Guide-posts  out  of  order . 
Guide-posts  too  far  apart 
Guide-racks  poor     . 
Hoisting  gear  insecure 
Hoistway  not  in  brick  wall 
Hot-air  pipes  against  wood-work 
Improper  construction 
Insecure  balance 
Iron  pipe  no  hangers 
Improper  support    . 
Improper  connections 
Joints  made  with  mortar 
Kerosene  oil  stored  in  tenement-house 
Loose  pulleys 
Loose  guide-rod 
Material  poor  . 
No  braces 

No  automatic  stop    . 
No  brick  shaft 
No  girts 
Not  guarded    . 
No  permits 

Not  separately  drained 
No  locks 

No  soapstone  collar 
No  rope  . 
No  springs 
No  brick  wall 
No  air-space    . 
No  cistern 


206 

1 

158 

25 

21 
4 

12 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
8 
2 
5 
1 
1 

16 

30 
1 
1 
2 

19 
1 
1 
2 
1 
6 
2 
101 
2 
7 
1 

94 
1 

71 
3 
1 

16 
2 
2 
9 


Carried  forward . 


849 
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Brought  forward, 
No  conductor  . 
No  hopper 
No  application  to  perform  plumbing 
No  traps,  plumbing 
No  stirrup-irons 
No  thimble 
No  tanks 

No  permits  plumbing 
Not  registered 
No  wire-netting 
No  notice  to  put  in  heating  apparatus 
No  metal  on  dormer-window 
No  ventilating  skylight 
No  railing  around  roof 
No  special  air-pipes 
No  chains 
No  notice 
No  slack  rope  . 
No  soapstone  border 
No  shutter  to  window 
No  safety  device 
No  shield 

Party-walls  not  high  enough 
Piers  not  capped 
Piles  not  cut  off  at  grade 
Pipes  exposed  to  frost 
Pipe  too  near  ceiling 
Pipes  not  connected 
Pipes  improperly  set 
Pipes  too  small 
Pipes  not  through  roof 
Pinions  loose  . 
Projecting  wall 
Poor  automatic  stop 
Poor  packing  . 
Poor  pinion 
Poor  gear 
Poor  workmanship 
Poor  bar 
Poor  lock 

Poor  brick  partition 
Poor  fire-escape 
Poor  door  lock 
Poor  air-pipe  . 


849 
2 
1 
43 
37 
1 
1 
3 
29 
17 
1 
9 
1 
38 
6 
91 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
14 
16 
1 
1 
8 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
144 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Carried  forward, 


1,147 
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Brought  forward, 

1,147 

Poor  traps        ......       Q|                   5 

Poor  chains 

»                  .                  •                  < 

1 

Poor  drains 

1                  .                  .                  1 

1 

Poor  journal-boxes 

>                   .                    .                   1 

2 

Poor  rails 

>                    .                   .                    1 

3 

Poor  doors 

. 

1 

Poor  guide 

>                  .                  •                  . 

1 

Purlines  not  properly  supported 

1 

Kails,  none      ..... 

.       523 

Register-boxes  not  cased  . 

23 

Register-boxes  too  near  wood-work  . 

1 

Sheet-iron  pipe 

1 

Sheaves  insecure 

2 

Sills  below  grade     .... 

1 

Smoke-pipe  not  protected 

6 

Smoke-pipe  too  near  wood- work 

1 

Soil-pipe  too  low      .... 

1 

Studding  too  near  chimnej' 

1 

Timber  small-sized  . 

5 

Timber  not  splayed 

1 

Timbers  not  tinned  . 

1 

Thimbles  improperly  set  . 

32 

Timber  not  anchored 

2 

Traps  not  protected 

3 

Traps  not  closed,  elevator 

2 

Traps,  none,  elevator 

.       208 

Unsafe  conductor 

1 

Unsafe  fire-escape    . 

1 

Unsafe  elevator  platform  . 

1 

Unsafe  door     .... 

1 

Unsafe  rails 

1 

Unsafe  window-cap  . 

1 

Unsafe  smoke-pipes 

2 

Violation  of  conditions  of  permit 

5 

Walls  not  high  enough 

2 

Wall  of  boiler-room  not  high  enough 

L 

1 

Walls  not  thick  enough    . 

9 

Windows  improperly  hung 

1 

Water-closet  supplied  from  pressure 

2 

Water-closet  and  sink  improperly  set 

1 

Wooden  bay-window 

2 

Wooden  lintels         .... 

1 

Wooden  building  altered  to  tenement 

1 

Wood-work  against  brick-work 

o 

6 

Carried  fomva  rd , 


2,215 
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Brought  forward , 
Work  concealed  from  view. 
Wooden  caps  . 
WTalls  not  anchored 
Wooden  building  in  limits 

Total      . 

Violations  of  Statutes    . 
"  Ordinances 

Total      . 


• 

2,215 
4 
1 

1 
1 

• 

2,222 

1,139 

1,083 

2,222 

Street   Permits. 

The  number  of  permits  granted  for  the  occupancy  of  streets 
for  building  purposes  during  the  year  :  — 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 

Total 


60 
58 
122 
190 
188 
135 
121 
130 
130 
150 
115 
52 

1,451 


Of  this  number, 

1,150  have  been  cancelled  ; 

19  have  been  revoked  for  violations  ; 
117  have  been  revoked,  work  being  completed ; 
165  are  still  in  force. 


The  Fire  and  Accident  Eecord,  1883, 

January :  — 

1  Bursting  of  steam-pipe. 

2  Sparks  from  locomotive  falling  on  roof  . 

3  No  fire. 

4  Spontaneous  combustion        .... 


$100  00 


500  00 
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5  No  fire. 

6  Incendiary $200  00 

7  Window-curtain  in  contact  with  gas-jet  .  .  25  00 

8  "  "  "  "  25  00 

9  Ashes  from  lighted  pipe  falling  on  bed. 

10  Chimney  on  fire. 

11  Children  playing  with  lighted  candle. 

12  Kerosene-lamp  explosion. 

13  Refuse  placed  against  stove. 

14  Hot  coals  placed  in  wooden  barrel. 

15  Lighted  match  in  contact  with  curtain. 

16  Eats  or  mice  among  matches  .  .  .  20  00 

17  Spontaneous  combustion        .  .  .  .         300  00 

18  Fire  falling  on  floor  from  grate      .  .  .  10  00 

19  Incendiary  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  00 

20  Window-curtain  in  contact  with  lamp. 

21  Defective  chimney         .....  50  00 

22  Chimney  on  fire. 

23  "  " 

24  Hot  coals  placed  in  wooden  barrel  .  .         200  00 

25  Overheated  stove. 

26  Defective  furnace  .... 

27  Overheated  stove  .... 

28  Caught  from  smelting  furnace,  cause  unknown 

29  Overheated  stove  .... 

30  Ignition  of  dust  on  hot-air  pipes    . 

31  No  fire. 

32  Spontaneous  combustion 

33  Overheated  steam-pipe 

34  Thawing  water-pipes. 

35  Children  playing  with  lighted  paper. 

36  Charcoal  dust  ignited  by  fire  falling  from  boiler,         450  00 

37  Carpet  placed  in  thimble-hole. 

38  Lighted  match  thrown  on  straw     .  .  .      1,200  00 

39  Steam-pipe,  bursting  of. 

'40  Matches  in  clothing,  igniting  .  .  .  25  00 

41  Fire  from  forge  falling  on  floor  .  .  .  125  00 

42  Defective  chimney         .          .  .  .  .  5  00 

43  Defective  chimney         .         .  .  .  .  75  00 

44  No  fire. 

45  Incendiarv  .          .          .         .  .  .  .  75  00 

46  Chimney  on  fire. 

47  Bursting  of  steam-pipe. 

48  Spontaneous  combustion        ....  100  00 

49  "  ....         200  00 

50  Gas,  explosion  of. 

51  Kerosene-oil  stove,  upsetting  of    .         .         .  50  00 


.  1,000 

00 

200 

00 

150 

00 

200 

00 

.  1,700 

00 

75 

00 

.  4,000 

00 
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52  No  fire. 

53  Children  playing  with  matches 

54  Overheated  smoke-pipe 

55  Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  straw. 

56  No  fire. 

57  Incendiary  .  .  . 

58  Thawing  frozen  water-pipes. 

59  Lighted  match  thrown  in  waste-paper 

60  Spontaneous  combustion 

61  Thawing  frozen  water-pipes  . 

62  Caught  from  adjoining  building 

63  Overheated  stove 

64  Overheated  stove 

65  Overheated  stove 
6G  Lighted  match  thrown  on  floor 

67  Stove-pipe,  unprotected 

68  Naphtha,  explosion  of  . 

69  Incendiary  .... 

70  Children  playing  with  matches 

71  No  fire. 

72  Spontaneous  combustion 

73  Defective  chimney 

74  Ignition  of  leaking  gas. 

75  No  fire. 

76  Lighted  match  laid  on  bed. 

77  Window-curtain  in  contact  with  gas-jet. 

78  No  fire. 

79  Kerosene-oil  lamp  explosion 


$50  00 
5  00 


350  00 


40 

00 

5,418 

00 

307 

00 

260 

00 

25 

00 

150 

00 

1,465 

00 

20 

00 

100 

00 

20 

00 

15 

00 

50 

00 

200 

00 

300 

00 

400-  00 


Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 

Caught  from  smelting  furnace 

Charcoal  dust  ignited  by  fire  from  broiler 

Children  playing  with  matches 

Defective  chimney 

Defective  furnace  . 

Fire  falling  from  grate  on  floor 

Fire  from  forge  falling  on  floor 

Hot  coals  placed  in  wooden  barrel 

Ignition  of  dust  on  hot-air  pipes 

Incendiary     .... 

Kerosene-oil  lamp  explosion  . 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  floor 
"  "  "         "  straw 

"  "  "         "  waste-paper 

Matches  in  clothing,  ismitin^  . 

CO  o 
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Naphtha,  explosion  of    . 
Overheated  smoke-pipe 

' '  steam-pipe 

"  stove  . 

Eats  or  mice  among  matches  . 
Sparks  from  locomotive  falling  on  roof 
Spontaneous  combustion 
Stove-pipe  unprotected  . 
Thawing  frozen  water-pipes    . 
Upsetting  of  kerosene- oil  stove 
Window-curtain  in  contact  with  gas-jet 


Number  of  buildings  damaged 
Damage  incurred  to  buildings 

February  :  — 

1  Incendiary  .... 

2  Spontaneous  combustion 

3  Sawdust  falling  in  register-box. 

4  Clothing  in  contact  with  gas. 

5  Overheated  stove. 

6  Defective  flue 

7  Caught  from  adjoining  building 

8  Children  playing  with  matches. 

9  Spontaneous  combustion 

10  Incendiary 

11  Spontaneous  combustion     •  . 

12  Defective  steam-boiler 

13  Breaking  of  kerosene-oil  lamp. 

14  Lighted  candle  placed  on  floor 

15  Children  playing  with  matches 

16  Fire  from  stove  falling  on  floor 

17  No  fire. 

18  Lighted  cigar  thrown  in  wooden  i 

19  Spontaneous  combustion 
20 

21  Lighted  match  dropped  in  box  of 

22  Explosion  kerosene-oil  lamp 

23  Overheated  furnace 

24  Fire  on  tug-boat. 

25  No  fire. 

26  Clothing  in  contact  with  stove. 

27  Defective  chimney 

28  No  fire. 

29  Sparks  falling  from  a  box  of  coke 

30  Overheated  stove 

31  Lighted  match  thrown  on  lounge. 


1 
1 
1 

5 
1 

1 
7 
1 
1 
1 
2 

45 

19,840  00 


$600  00 
260  00 


.   1,000  00 
40  00 

25  00 

600  00 

1,200  00 

300  00 

300  00 
50  00 
25  00 

spittoon 

20  00 

25  00 

500  00 

wood. 

25  00 
150  00 

50  00 

50  00 
400  00 
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32  Paper  placed  in  funnel-hole,  ignited  by  sparks, 

33  Lighted  paper  placed  against  wood-work 

34  Lighted  match  falling  on  lounge    . 

35  Heated  iron  from  forge  falling  on  floor 

36  Heated  coals  placed  in  wooden  receptacle 

37  Breaking  of  kerosene-oil  lamp 

38  Charcoal  cinders  falling  on  floor    . 

39  Kerosene  oil  igniting. 

40  Accident  —  explosion  on  ledge. 

41  Lighted  candle  upset  upon  bedding. 

42  No  fire. 

43  Defective  flue       ..... 

44  Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 

45  '  "  "  . 

46  Heated  coals  falling  on  floor. 

47  Lighted  match  thrown  in  paper-box 

48  Defective  chimney        .... 

49  Lighted  cigar  falling  on  mattress  . 

50  No  fire. 

51  Heated  coals  from  furnace  falling  on  floor 

52  Kerosene-oil  lamp  upset. 

53  Heated  coals  from  boiler  falling  on  floor 

54  Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 


$50  00 
50  00 
40  00 

400  00 
25  00 

250  00 

,500  00 


900 

00 

200 

00 

500 

00 

250 

00 

5,000 

00 

25 

00 

800  00 

60  00 
50  00 


Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Accident       .... 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 
Charcoal  cinders  falling  on  floor 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Defective  chimney  or  flue 
Defective  steam-boiler   . 
Heated  coals  from  boiler  falling  on  floor 
"  "  "     furnace  " 

"         "  "     stove  " 

"         "       placed  in  wooden  receptacle 
"        iron  falling  on  floor  from  forge    . 
Incendiary     ...... 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking  of 

"  "       explosion 

Lighted  cigar  falling  on  mattress    . 

"  thrown  on  spittoon    . 

"  matches  falling  on  lounge  . 

"  "        thrown  in  paper-box 

Paper  placed  in  funnel  hole    . 
Lighted  paper  placed  against  wood-work 
Overheated  furnace         .... 


1 

4 
1 
1 
4 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Overheated  stove 

Sparks  falling  in  box  of  coke 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Number  of  buildings  damaged 
Accident  .... 
Damage  incurred  to  buildings 


$16,520  00 


March :  — 

1  Lighted  match  dropped  in  rags. 

2  No  fire. 

3  Lighted  match  dropped  in  curtain 

4  Sparks  from  forge  falling  on  floor 

5  Defective  chimney 

6  Spontaneous  combustion. 

7  Wood-work  in  contact  with  stove-pipe. 

8  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

9  Ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel. 

10  Spontaneous  combustion. 

11  Heated  iron  falling  on  floor  . 

12  Thawing  frozen  water-pipes. 

13  Lighted  matches  dropped  on  floor 

14  Defective  flue      .... 

15  Ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel. 

16  Children  playing  with  matches. 

17  Incendiary  .... 

18  Caught  from  adjoining  building 
19 

20  Defective  chimney 

21  Incendiary  .... 

22  Thawing  frozen  water-pipes 

23  Incendiary. 

24  Lighted  cigar  dropped  on  floor. 

25  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

26  Kettle  of  hot  fat  boiling  over  on  floor. 

27  Gas-jet  in  contact  with  curtain. 

28  Defective  chimney 

29  Incendiary. 
30 

31  Lighted  paper  in  contact  with  clothing 

32  Incendiary  ..... 

33  Lighted  pipe  in  contact  with  clothing. 

34  Gas,  explosion  of 

35  "  "  ... 

36  "  "  ... 


$100  00 
5  00 

25  00 


200  00 


75  00 


150 

00 

10 

00 

3,000 

00 

300 

00 

20 

00 

800 

00 

1,200 

00 

20 

00 

25 

00 

25 

00 

100  00 

100  00 
800  00 
300  00 
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37  Gas-jet  in  cantact  with  woodwork. 

38  Spontaneous  combustion. 

39  Overheated  stove 

40  Rats  among  matches    . 

41  No  fire. 

42  Stove  overthrown. 

43  No  fire. 

44  Defective  chimney        .  .  . 

45  Spontaneous  combustion 

46  Overheated  shaft-box. 

47  Lighted  match  in  contact  with  curtain. 

48  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting 

49  Overheated  smoke-pipe 

50  Fire  on  schooner. 

51  Overheated  stove 

52  Incendiary  . 

53  Rats  among  matches. 

54  Incendiary  . 

55  Overheated  stove 

56  Incendiary. 

57  Overheated  boiler 

58  Kerosene-oil  lamps,  br 

59  Incendiary. 

60  Spontaneous  combustion 

61  "  "  .  . 

62  Lighted  pipe  laid  on  bed. 

63  Asphaltum  ignited  by  lighted  candle 


caking 


.   $350 
.   4,000 

00 
00 

75 
150 

00 
00 

15 
125 

00 
00 

25 
25 

00 
00 

500 
50 

00 
00 

100 

50 

00 
00 

216 

850 

00 

00 

1,200  00 


Classification  of  causes  :  — 


Asphaltum  ignited  by  lighted  candle 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 

Defective  chimney 

Gas  explosion 

Heated  iron  falling  on  floor    . 

Incendiary    .... 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking  . 

"  "        upsetting. 

'  *  "        explosion 

Lighted  match  dropped  on  floor 

"  "  "         on  curtain 

Overheated  smoke-pipe 

"  stove  . 

Rats  among  matches 
Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 
"  forge  falling  on  floor    . 


1 

2 
5 
3 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
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Spontaneous  combustion 
Thawing  frozen  water-pipes 
Overheated  boiler 


Number  of  buildings  damaged 
Damage  incurred  to  buildings 


3 
1 
1 

34 
.$15,920  00 


April :  — 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 


Incendiary. 

Ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel 
Grass  fire,  incendiary  . 
Lighted  match  dropped  on  floor 
Incendiary  .... 
Caught  from  adjoining  building 


i  i 
a 


Rats  among  matches    . 
Duplicate  alarm. 
Fire  in  Brookline. 
Lightning. 

Children  playing  with  matches. 
Incendiary. 
Soot  in  chimney. 
Sparks  from  locomotive. 
Fire  in  woods,  incendiary     . 
Kerosene-oil,  lamp  explosion. 
Grass  fire,  incendiary  . 
Clothing  in  contact  with  lighted  lamps 
Careless  use  of  matches 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Spontaneous  combustion 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 
"  "  breaking . 

No  fire. 

Incendiary. 

a 

.... 

Ashes  placed  on  floor  . 
Brush  fire. 


Rats  among  matches. 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 
Defective  chimney 
Children  playing  with  matches 


$100  00 

25  00 

25  00 

300  00 

38  00 

120  00 

188  00 

233  00 

175  00 

25  00 

5  00 

100  00 

75  00 

26,000  00 

60  00 

50  00 


15  00 
900  00 


150  00 
10  00 
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39  Brush  fire. 

40 

41 

42  Ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel. 

43  Hot  fat  igniting  on  stove. 

44  Spontaneous  combustion       .  .  .  .        $100  00 

45  Bedclothing  becoming  ignited. 

46  Overheated  stove  .  .         .         .  10  00 

47  Grass  fire. 

48  Brush  fire. 
49 

50  Incendiary  .         .         .         .         .         .         .         150  00 

51.  Brush  fire. 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56  Sparks  from  locomotive. 

57  Brush  fire. 

58  No  fire. 
59 

60  Soot  in  chimney  taking  fire  .  .  .  .  20  00 

61  Lighted  match  thrown  in  straw. 

62  Overheated  oven. 

63  Brush  fire. 

64  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking. 

65  Brush  fire. 

66  No  fire. 

67  Cigar-lighter  upsetting. 

68  Sparks  from  forge  igniting  charcoal       .         .         200  00 

69  Rats  among  matches    .....         100  00 

70  Brush  fire. 

71  No  fire,  accident. 

72  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting. 

73  Brush  fire. 

74  Lighted  cigar  dropped  in  waste-paper  .         .  15  00 

75  Incendiary. 

76  Heated  coals  placed  on  hearth       .  .  .         350  00 

77  No  fire. 

78  Fire  from  chimney  falling  on  excelsior. 

79  Oil  in  tank  igniting. 

Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Accident. 

Ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel        ...  1 

"  on  hearth  .  .  .  ...  1 

' '  on  floor     .....  1 
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Careless  use  of  matches 
Caught  from  adjoining  building 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Defective  chimney 
Incendiary     . 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion . 
"        "       "       breaking  . 
Lighted  cigar  dropped  in  waste-paper 
Lighted  match  dropped  on  floor 
Overheated  stove  .... 
Rats  among  matches 
Soot  in  chimney  taking  fire    . 
Sparks  from  forge  igniting  charcoal 
Spontaneous  combustion 

Number  of  buildings  damaged 
Accident       ..... 
Damage  incurred  to  buildings 

May  :  — 

1  Ashes  placed  on  floor. 

2  Kerosene- oil  lamp,  explosion 

3  Spontaneous  combustion. 

4  Indendiary  ..... 

5  Lighted  match  dropped  in  shavings. 

6  Brush  fire. 

7  Lighted  ci^ar  thrown  on  floor 

8  No" fire. 

9  Spontaneous  combustion. 

10  No  fire. 

11  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof. 

12  Overheated  boiler. 

13  Spontaneous  combustion. 

14  Wood-work  in  contact  with  stove. 

15  Upsetting  of  kettle  of  fat. 

16  No  fire.  " 

17  Ashes  placed  on  floor  . 

18  Incendiary  .... 

19  Caught  from  adjoining  building 

20  Spontaneous  combustion 
21 
22 

23  Incendiary  .... 

24  Soot  in  chimney  taking  fire. 

25  Eats  anions:  matches     . 

26  Spontaneous  combustion 

27  Kettle  of  pitch  boiling  over. 


1 
4 
1 
1 

6 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 

28 
1 

;29,782  00 


$20  00 
15  00 

50  00 


10 

00 

.   5,000 

00 

40 

00 

300 

00 

800 

00 

5 

00 

300 

00 

500 

00 
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28  Brush  fire. 

29  Incendiary  ...... 

30  Sparks  from  locomotive. 

31  Incendiary  .  .  .  .  • 

32  Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  awning 

33  Ignition  of  matches. 

34  Grass  fire. 
35 

36  Children  playing  with  matches. 

37  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

38  Incendiary. 

39  Ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel 

40  Incendiary  .         . 

41  " 

42 

43  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

44  Incendiary  .  .  .  .  .  . 

45  Children  playing  with  matches. 

46  Matches  thrown  on  floor. 

47  Incendiary  ...... 

48  Brush  fire. 

49  Lighted  match  dropped  on  floor    . 

50  Chelsea. 

51  Match  dropped  on  floor. 

52  "  "  straw. 

53  Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  clothing   . 

54  Ignition  of  varnish 

55  Overheated  shaft  . 

56  Lighted  lamp  falling  on  bed  .       ,  . 

57  No  fire. 

58  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

59  "        "      furnace         "       "  floor. 

60  Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  show  goods. 

61  On  a  ship. 

62  Incendiary  ...... 

63  Gas-jet  in  contact  with  window  curtain  . 

64  No  fire. 

65  Sparks  from  pipe  falling  on  bed. 

66  "        "       "  "       "  shavings. 

67  Spontaneous  combustion 

Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Ashes  placed  in  barrel   . 
"  "      on  floor     . 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 
Gas-jet  in  contact  with  curtain 
Ignition  of  varnish 


$500  00 
230,000  00 


20  00 


20 

00 

400 

00 

500 

00 

6 

00 

25 

00 

50 

00 

25 

00 

700  00 

95  00 

10,600  00 

5  00 

40  00 


50  00 
25  00 


200  00 
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Incendiary    .  .  ... 

Kerosene-oil  lamp  * 

Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  floor 
' '  lamp  falling  on  bed  . 
"  "in  contact  with  clothing 

"       match  dropped  on  floor 

Overheated  shaft  .... 

Rats  among  matches 

Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Number  of  buildings  damaged 
Damage  incurred  to  buildings 

June : — 

1  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof. 

2  Spontaneous  combustion. 

3  Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  curtain 

4  Incendiary. 
5 

6  Spontaneous  combustion 

7  Varnish  boiling  over. 

8  Lightning    . 

i  i 


10 
3 
1 
1 
1 
■»  1 
1 
1 
1 
4 

29 
$250,301  00 


<.  t 


9 
10 

11  ... 

12  Defective  chimney 

13  Spontaneous  combustion 

14  Naphtha  explosion. 

16  Lightning. 

17  Incendiary  ..... 

18  Caught  from  adjoining  building    . 

19  "  "  " 

20  Defective  flue,  rags  placed  in  thimble 

21  Caught  from  adjoining  buildings  . 

22  Breaking  of  kerosene-oil  lamp 

23  Window-curtain  in  contact  with  lamp. 

24  Incendiary  .  .  .  . 

25  Gas-jet  in  contact  with  window  curtain 

26  Incendiary. 

27  No  fire. 

28  Fireworks  falling  on  roof     . 

29  Kerosene- oil  lamp,  explosion. 

30  Coal-gas,  explosion      . 

31  Fireworks  falling  on  rubbish. 

32  "  "on  roof     . 

33  Defective  chimney 

34  No  fire. 


;5  00 


2,000 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

20 

00 

20 

00 

125 

00 

1,200 

00 

200 

00 

30 

00 

225 

00 

100 

00 

20 

00 

190 

00 

500 

00 

10 

00 

29,000 

00 

25 

00 

5 

00 
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35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 


Fire  falling  in  barrel. 

Gas-jet  in  contact  with  wooden  partition 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Defective  flue,  thimble  unprotected. 

Kerosene- oil  lamp,  explosion 

Defective  forge    ..... 

Lamp  in  contact  with  curtain. 

Incendiary. 

Fire  from  pipe  falling  on  hay. 

Lighted  match  dropped  on  floor    . 

Friction  of  machinery  . 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Incendiary. 


Spontaneous  combustion 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 


$50  00 
500  00 

40  00 
25  00 


Incendiary  . 


No  fire. 


Ignition  of  dust  on  boilers   . 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion. 
Lighted  cigar  dropped  in  refuse 


Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 

Coal-gas,  explosion 

Defective  chimney 
"         forge 

Fireworks  falling  on  roof 

Friction  of  machinery    . 

Ignition  of  dust  on  boiler 

Incendiary     .  .  . 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking 
"  "        "       explosion 

Lighted  cigar  dropped  in  refuse 

"       gas-jet  in  contact  with  curtain 
"  "      "        "  "     partition 

"       lamp      "        "  "     curtain 

"       match  dropped  on  floor 

Lightning     ..... 

Spontaneous  combustion 


Number  of  buildings  damaged 
Damage  incurred  to  buildings 


.   1,000 

00 

100 

00 

450 

00 

10 

00 

400 

00 

200 

00 

15 

00 

300 

00 

10 

00 

400 

00 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

34 

.$37,375 

00 
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July :  — 


No  fire. 

Overheated  stove-pipe. 

Sparks  from  boiler. 

Gas-jet  in  contact  with  curtain. 

No  tire. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 

6  "     " 

7  Defective  forge. 

8  On  a  vessel. 

9  Friction  of  shafting. 

10  Fireworks  falling  on  roof. 

11  Bonfire. 

12  " 

13  " 

14  " 
15 

16  Incendiary  . 

17  " 

18  No  fire. 

19  Lighted  cigar  falling  on  floor 

20  Incendiary  ..... 

21  Soot  in  chimney. 

22  Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  curtain. 

23  "         "  "         "  paper. 

24  Incendiary. 

25  Explosion  of  naphtha  gas 

26  "  "  kerosene-oil  lamp. 

27  No  fire. 

28  Lighted  match  thrown  in  waste-basket. 

29  Incendiary. 

30  Eats  among  matches     . 

31  Oil-stove  upsetting 

32  Spontaneous  combustion 

33  Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 

34  Spontaneous  combustion 

35  Lighted  match  thrown  on  lounge 

36  Children  playing  with  matches 

37  Explosion  of  kerosene-oil  lamp. 

38  Defective  stove-pipe    . 

39  No  fire. 

40  Sparks  from  furnace. 

41  No  fire. 

42  Sparks  from  locomotive. 

43  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

44  Caught  from  adjoining  building    . 

45  No  fire. 


125  00 

20  00 

50  00 

5  00 


150  00 


150 

00 

50 

00 

2,000 

00 

2,500 

00 

800 

00 

20 

00 

15 

00 

10  00 
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Rats  among  matches 


$500  00 
250  00 

26  00 
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47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 


Lighted  match  falling  on  excelsior. 
No  fire. 

Incendiary  . 

Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 

No  fire. 

Spontaneous  combustion. 

Incendiary. 

Sparks  falling  on  roof  from  chimney 

Sparks  from  locomotive. 

Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  paper. 

Ignition  of  kerosene 

Spontaneous  combustion. 

Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 


Fire  in  show-window. 

Incendiary  .... 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 

Brush  fire. 

Explosion  of  kerosene-oil  lamp. 

Incendiary. 

Overheated  kettle. 

Rats  among  matches 

Children  playing  with  matches 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 

Hot  coals  falling  from  forge 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Brush. 

Bridge. 

Tire  furnace,  caught  from     . 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 


i  i 

i  i 


Rekindling. 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Gas-jet  setting  fire  to  curtain. 

Rats  among  matches. 

Kerosene  oil  lamp,  explosion. 

Incendiary  ..... 

Lighted  gas  in  contact  with  curtain, 

No  fire. 

Rats  among  matches 


$125  00 
150  00 


15 

00 

25 

00 

5 

00 

325 

00 

225 

00 

125 

00 

600 

00 

25 

00 

100 

00 

20 

00 

15 

00 

15 

00 

800 

00 

1,500 

00 

350 

00 

500 

00 

1,400 

00 

2,000 

00 

300 

00 

125 

00 

200 

00 

25  00 


800  00 


75  00 
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Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Defective  stove-pipe 
Hot  coals  falling  on  floor 
Incendiary     .... 
Kerosene,  ignition  of     . 

"  oil  lamp  ;  explosion 

Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  floor 

"         match  thrown  on  lounge 
Naphtha,  ignition  of 
Oil-stove,  upsetting 
Rats  among  matches 
Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 
Spontaneous  combustion 
Tire  furnace,  caught  from  a    . 

Buildings  damaged  by  fire 
Amount  of  damage  to  buildings 

August :  — 

1  Spontaneous  combustion 

2  No  fire. 

3  " 

4  Incendiary. 

5  Lighted  match  thrown  among  shavings 

6  Caught  from  adjoining  building 


14 
2 
1 

1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 

o 
O 

« 

4 
1 

42 
516,696  00 

$27  00 


7 

i  i 

8 

i  i 

9 

i  i 

10 

i  i 

11 

i  t 

12 

4  I 

13 

t  i 

i  i 

1 1 
i  i 
i  i 
i  i 
i  i 
i  i 


I  i 
I  i 

i  i 

i  4 
i  i 
i  i 
i  i 


14  Sparks  from  locomotives. 

15  Burning  hay. 

16  Lighted  match  dropped  among  combustibles, 

17  Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 

18  "  "  " 

19  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion  of. 

20  No  fire. 

21  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion  of. 

22  Boys  playing  with  matches  . 

23  Explosion  of  kerosene-oil  lamp. 

24  Lighted  pipe  thrown  on  bed. 

25  Incendiary. 


2,500 

00 

75 

00 

1,300 

00 

150 

00 

300 

00 

100 

00 

2,200 

00 

100 

00 

2,100 

00 

300 

00 

50 

00 

100 

00 

10  00 


200  00 
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27  Caught  from  adjoining  building 

28  Lighted  match  thrown  on  kindling-wood 

29  Ignition  of  matches       .... 

30  Fire  in  chimney. 
81  Brush  fire. 

32  No  fire. 

33  Incendiary     ...... 

34  Lighted  candle  in  contact  with  wood-work. 

35  "  "  "     clothing, 
'36  Ignition  of  matches  in  bale  of  hay. 

37  Upsetting  of  kettle  of  hot  wax. 

38  Brush  fire. 

39  Railroad  sleepers. 

40  Kerosene-oil  lamp  explosion 

41  Overheated  damper      .... 

42  Incendiary  . 

43  Defective  chimney        .  . 

44  Incendiary  ...... 

45  Caught  from  adjoining  building    . 

46  Overheated  stove  .... 

47  Defective  flue. 

48  Incendiary  ...... 

49  No  fire. 

50  Spontaneous  combustion       .  . 

51  Brush  fire. 

52  Bridge  on  fire. 

53  Fire  on  roof. 

54  Children  playing  with  matches 

55  Varnish  overflowing  from  kettle. 

56  Brush  fire. 

57  Spontaneous  combustion 

58  Rats  among  matches     .  . 

59  Incendiary 

60  .     "  .         . 
61 

62  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof. 

63  Incendiary. 
(M  Fire  in  Milton. 

65  Sparks  from  locomotive. 

66  Spontaneous  combustion       , 

67  Brush  fire. 

68  Match  thrown  on  bureau. 

69  Lamp  explosion. 

70  Lighted  candle  in  contact  with  bed. 

71  Towels  in  contact  with  stove. 

72  Incendiary  .  . 

73  Gas-jet  in  contact  with  lace  curtain, 


$70  00 
175  00 
500  00 


50  00 
20  00 


35  00 

25  00 
100  00 
550  00 
400  00 
100  00 

45  00 

30  00 
125  00 


25  00 


10  00 

500  00 

'  400  00 

1,000  00 

600  00 


1,800  00 


3,000  00 
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74 

75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 


On  vessel. 

Gasoline-stove,  upsetting    . 

Brush  fire. 

Bridge. 

Bridge. 

Incendiary  . 

No  fire. 

Soot  in  chimney. 

No  fire. 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

Lighted  pipe  falling  on  bed. 

Children  playing  with  matches. 

a  a  n 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Leakage  of  oil-tank    . 

Incendiary. 

Peat  on  fire. 

Brush. 


Eats  among  matches 

No  fire. 

Lighted  matches  thrown  on  bed. 

Grass  fire. 


Incendiary 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting  of 

Children  playing  with  matches. 


$50  00 


325  00 


400  00 


700  00 
300  00 


100  00 


Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 

Children  playing  with  matches 

Defective  chimney 

Gasoline-stove,  upsetting 

Ignition  of  matches 

Incendiary 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

Lighted  candle  in  contact  with  clothing 

Lighted  match  dropped  among  combustibles 
"  "       thrown  on  kindling-wood 

"  "  "    •    "     shavings 

Oil  tank  leaking  and  igniting 

Overheated  damper 

Overheated  stove 

Rats  among  matches     . 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Buildings  damaged  by  fire 

Amount  of  damage  caused  by  fire  to  buildings, 


50  09 


12 

2 
1 
1 
1 
10 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 

44 

;20,997  00 


$50  00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

40 

00 

1,000 

00 

200 

00 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Buildings.  51 

September :  — 

1  Incendiary  ....... 

2  Caught  from  next  building    . 

Q  ti  a  a 

tj  ... 

A  a  a  a 

tt  ... 

5  Soot  in  chimney. 

6  Incendiary  .  . 

7  " 

8  No  fire. 

9  Incendiary. 
10  Grass  fire. 
11 

12  Incendiary  .......  75  00 

13  .    " ,        300  00 

14  Caught  from  adjoining  building     .         .  .  25  00 

15  Railroad  sleepers. 

16  Brush  fire. 

17  Railroad  sleeper. 

18  Brush  fire. 

19  Incendiary  .......         150  00 

20  Brush  fire. 
21 

22  Incendiary  .  .'        .  .  .         .  .         520  00 

23  Brush  fire. 

24  Children  playing  with  matches. 

25  Brush  fire. 
26 

27  '  « 

28  Match  dropped  on  shavings. 

29  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion. 

30  Defective  flue       ....         .         .         900  00 

31  "  " 

32  Brush  fire. 
33 

34  Bridge. 

35  Brush  fire. 

36  Soot  in  chimney. 

37  Peat  fire. 

38  Paper  in  contact  with  stove. 

39  Brush  fire. 
40 

41  No  fire. 

42  " 

43  Grass  fire. 

44  Incendiary. 
45 

46  Rats  among  matches     .....      1,600  00 
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47  Children  playing  with  matches 

48  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking 

49  Brush  fire. 

50  Overheated  furnace. 

51  Parafine  melting  over  stove  . 

52  Children  playing  with  matches. 
^53  Incendiary  .... 

54  « 

55  Spontaneous  combustion 

56  Caught  from  adjoining  building 

57  "  " 

58  Hay  on  fire. 

59  Bridge. 

60  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

61  Spontaneous  combustion 

62  Incendiary  .... 

63  Fire  in  ventilator. 

64  Grass  fire. 

65  Lighted  match  thrown  on  paper. 

66  Milton. 

67  Friction  of  machinery  . 

68  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting. 

69  Lighted  matches  in  contact  with  shavings 

70  Spontaneous  combustion. 

71  Breaking  of  a  car-boy  of  acid. 

72  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking  of     .    .      . 

73  No  fire. 

74  Incendiary. 

75  Lighted  cigar  dropped  on  floor     . 

76  Incendiary  ....... 

77  Grass  fire. 
78 

79  Brush  fire. 

80  Rats  among  matches. 

81  Grass  fire. 

82  Incendiary  ...  , 

83  Spontaneous  combustion       . 

84  Grass  fire. 

85  Friction  of  machinery. 

86  False  alarm. 

87  No  fire. 

88  Hot  ashes  placed  in  wooden  barrel 

89  Children  playing  with  matches. 

90  Woods  on  fire. 

91  Rats  among  matches     . 

92  Sparks  from  pumping-engines  falling  on  build- 


$20  00 

85  00 


100  00 


200  00 

50  00 

.   8,000  00 

350  00 

350  00 

30f 

.   1,500  00 

•           • 

.   5,000  00 

•           • 

10  00 

100  00 
75  00 

200  00 


275  00 
1,500  00 


75  00 

50  00 


ing 


250  00 

75  00 
15  00 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Buildings. 


53 


93  On  board  vessel. 

94  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion. 

95  Incendiary  .  .  .  .  .  $50  00 

96  Fire  in  street. 

97  Grass  fire. 
98 

99  Incendiary. 
100  Brush  fire. 
101 

102  Sparks  from  locomotive  falling  on  building  .      4,000  00 

103  Sparks  from  pipe  falling  on  chair. 

104  Kerosene  lamp,  upsetting. 

105  No  fire. 

106  Defective  flue    .  .  .  .         .  ..         150  00 

107  Incendiary. 

108  Caught  from  adjoining  building. 

109  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting. 

110  Defective  flue 40  00 


Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building      .          .          .          .  6 

Children  playing  with  matches       ....  1 

Defective  flue        .......  3 

Friction  of  machinery  .          .          .          .          .          .  1 

Hot  ashes  placed  in  barrel     .  1 

Incendiary  .          .          .          .          .          .          .          .  12 

Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion          ....  3 

Lighted  ci^ar  thrown  on  floor        ....  1 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  shavings          ...  1 

Parafine  melting  over  stove  .....  1 

Rats  amonof  matches      ......  2 

Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof      ...  1 

Sparks  from  locomotive  falling  on  building     .          .  1 

Sparks  from  pumping-engine  falling  on  building     .  1 

Spontaneous  combustion      .  .          .          .          .          .  3 

Buildings  damaged  by  fire     .....  38 
Amount  of  damage  caused  by  fire  on  buildings,      $27,980 

October :  — 

1  No  fire. 

2  Careless  use  of  matches. 

3  Children  playing  with  matches       .          .          .       $100  00 

4  Spontaneous  combustion        .          .          .          .            65  00 

5  Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof     .          .         350  00 

6  Brush. 
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7  Friction  of  machinery $1,450  00 

8  Caught  from  an  adjoining  building         .  .  160  00 

9  "  "  "  .         .  50  00 

10  Spontaneous  combustion       ....  200  00 

11  Brush. 

12  Spontaneous  combustion       ....     .4,000  00 

13  No  fire. 

14  Brush. 

15  Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  clothing         .         450  00 

16  Naphtha-stove,  explosion  of  ...  50  00 

17  Automatic  alarm. 

18  Heated  iron  thrown  on  floor  .  .  .  50  00 

19  Clothing  fired  by  matches. 

20  Hot  coals  placed  in  wooden  barrel. 

21  Brush. 
22 

23  Incendiary. 

24  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion. 

25  Kettle  of  sulphur  ignited. 

26  Grass. 

27  Spontaneous  combustion       ....      1,200  00 

28  Grass. 

29  No  fire. 

30  Spontaneous  combustion       .  1,500  00 

31  No  fire. 
32 

33  " 

34  Freight  car. 

35  Children  playing  with  matches. 

36  Clothing;  in  contact  with  stove. 

37  Incendiary. 

38  Eats  anions:  matches     .  .  .  .  .  75  00 

39  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion. 

40  Electric  wire  in  contact  with  wood         .  .  20  00 

41  No  fire. 

42  Children  playing  with  matches. 

43  Defective  smoke-pipe. 

44  Awning. 

45  Ignition  of  tar 40  00 

46  Sparks  from  plumber's  furnace     .  .  .  10  00 

47  Gas-jet  in  contact  with  window-curtain. 

48  Lighted  match  in  contact  with  benzine. 

49  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking  of     .  .         .  10  00 

50  No  fire. 

51  Gas-jet  in  contact  with  clothing. 

52  Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  floor. 

53  Clothing  ignited  by  hot  air  from  register. 
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54  Hot-air  pipes  in  contact  with  timbers 

55  Gas  explosion. 

56  Spontaneous  combustion 

57  Incendiary. 

58  Benzine  explosion. 

59  No  fire. 

60  Lime  ignited. 

61  No  fire. 
62 

63  " 

64  Overheated  coffee-coolers 

65  No  fire. 
6{]  Gas  explosion. 

67  No  fire. 

68  Children  playing  with  matches 

69  Lighted  match  thrown  on  floor 

70  Defective  flue. 

71  Brush. 

72  Children  playing  with  matches 

73  Lighted  pipe  left  in  coat-pocket. 

74  Incendiary  ..... 

75  Lighted  match  dropped  on  floor    . 

Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building  *  . 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Electric  wire  in  contact  with  wood-work 
Friction  of  machinery  . 
Heated  iron  thrown  on  floor  . 
Hot-air  pipes  in  contact  with  timbers 
Incendiary  ..... 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion  . 
Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  clothing 
>  Lighted  match  thrown  on  floor 
Naphtha  stove  explosion 
Overheated  coffee-cooler 
Eats  among  matches 
Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 
Sparks  from  plumber's  furnace 
Spontaneous  combustion 
Tar  igniting  ..... 


Buildings  damaged  by  fire 

Amount  of  damage  caused  by  fire  to  buildings 

November :  — 

1  Spontaneous  combustion. 

2  No  fire. 


$300  00 
50  00 


1,050  00 


300  00 
50  00 


30  00 

30  00 
25  00 

2 

o 
O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 

26 
$11,615  00 
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3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
35 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 


Incendiary  . 

Overheated  flue  . 

Defective  chimney 

Friction  of  machinery 

Incendiary  . 

Hot  coals  dropped  on  floor 

Furnace  upset  (tinman's). 

Lighted  match  thrown  in  wooden  spittoon 

No  fire. 

Grass. 

Grass. 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  carpet. 

Automatic  alarm. 

Electric  light  wire. 

Children  playing  with  matches. 

Lighted  match  thrown  in  waste-paper    . 

Lighted  match  thrown  in  waste-paper. 

Incendiary  ...... 

No  fire. 

Varnish-pot  upset. 

Incendiary  ...... 

No  fire. 

Brush. 

Defective  stove    . 

Friction  of  machinery  .... 

Clothiug  in  contact  with  stove. 

Kerosene-oil  lamp  in  contact  with  boxes. 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  rags. 

Gas  explosion. 

No  fire. 

Children  playing  with  matches. 

Lighted  match  in  contact  with  clothing 

Rats  among  matches     . 

Incendiary. 

Overheated  stove 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 


4  i 

i  i 


i  i 
i  i 


I  i 

i  i 


I  i 
i  i 


a  a  a.  a 

Spontaneous  combustion 
Defective  flue. 
"  chimney 

it  a 

Fire  in  Somerville. 
Spontaneous  combustion 


$250 

00 

100 

00 

15 

00 

50 

00 

150 

00 

20 

00 

1,000 

00 

15  00 
15  00 

200  00 


20  00 
100  00 


350  00 


2,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,500 

00 

100 

00 

3,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,200 

00 

10 

00 

25  00 
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50  Stove  upsetting  . 

51  On  vessel. 

52  Children  playing  with  matches 

53  Friction  of  machinery  . 

54  Overheated  stove 

55  Rekindling. 

56  Defective  chimney 

57  Overheated  smoke-pipe 

58  Upsetting  of  a  lighted  lamp. 

59  Spontaneous  combustion 

60  Rats  among  matches 

61  Incendiary  . 
62 

63  Rats  among  matches  {probable)    . 

64  Lighted  match  thrown  in  excelsior. 

65  Electric  wire  in  contact  with  wood. 
6Q  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion. 

Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  adjoining  building 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Defective  chimney 

"         stove      .         , 
Friction  of  machinery   . 
Hot  coals  dropped  on  floor 
Incendiary    . 

Lighted  match  thrown  in  waste-paper 
Lighted  match  thrown  in  wooden  spittoon 
Overheated  flue 
Overheated  smoke-pipe 

"  stove  . 

Rats  among  matches 
Spontaneous  combustion 
Stove  upsetting 

Buildings  damaged  by  fire 

Amount  of  damage  caused  by  fire  to  buildings 

December :  — 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 


$100  00 

25  00 

1,300  00 

400  00 

10  00 

25  00 

500  00 
313  00 

1,000  00 

25,000  00 


5 
1 
4 
1 
3 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 

33 

:3,803  00 


Kettle  of  tar  boiling  over. 
Hot  steel  falling  on  shelf. 


Incendiary. 
Rats  among  matches. 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting 
6.  Lighted  match  dropped  on  lounge. 

7  Incendiary  ...... 

8  Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  curtain  . 


$15  00 

600  00 
50  00 
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9  Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  floor 

10  Incendiary  (probably). 

11  Overheated  flue   . 

12  Incendiary  .... 

13  Friction  of  machinery  . 

14  Combustible  material  in  contact  with  stove 

15  Defective  smoke-pipe  . 

16  Heated  rivets  contact  with  wood 

17  Spontaneous  combustion 

18  On  steamer  "  Otranto." 

19  Incendiary  .... 

20  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

21  Children  playing  with  matches 

22  Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  sheathing 

23  Incendiary. 

24  Spontaneous  combustion 

25  Rags  in  contact  with  stove. 

26  Burning  of  straw. 

27  False  alarm,  no  fire. 

28  Spontaneous  combustion 

29  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting. 

30  Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  woodwork 

31  Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 


32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 


Spontaneous  combustion. 

Incendiary. 

Careless  use  of  matches. 

Heated  coals  placed  in  wooden  box 

Rats  among  matches    . 

Lighted  cigar  thrown  in  bureau. 

Thawing  frozen  water-pipe  . 

Incendiary. 


i  i 


Origin  undoubtedly  accidental 
Overheated  automatic  alarm. 
Defective  grate    ..... 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 

Sparks  falling  in  kettle  of  oil. 

No  fire. 

Spontaneous  combustion 

Children  playing  with  matches. 

Incendiary  ...... 

Ignition  of  varnish        .... 

Overheated  stove  .... 

Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  clothing. 

"       gas-jet  in  contact  with  decorations. 
Thawing  frozen  water-pipes 


$200  00 

10  00 

10  00 

50  00 

350  00 

1,280  00 

16,500  00 

28,000  00 

15  00 
35  00 

50  00 

10  00 


850  00 

50  00 
20  00 


1,800  00 
60  00 

15  00 


1,000 

00 

50 

00 

15 

00 

800 

00 

100  00 

12,000  00 
150  00 
100  00 


75  00 
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56  Thawing  frozen  water-pipes  . 

57  Heated  coals  placed  against  wooden  partition 

58  Clothing  ignited  by  sparks  from  stove 

59  Defective  smoke-pipe  . 

60  Rats  among  matches 

61  Ignition  of  stock  while  drying 

62  Incendiary  .  . 

63  Hot  coals  placed  in  barrel     . 

64  Chimney  smoking. 

65  Hot  fat  boiling  over  stove. 

66  Sparks  from  hoisting-engine  dropping  on  floor 

67  Overheated  stove-pipe  .... 

68  Clothing  in  contact  with  stove-pipe. 

69  From  open  grate. 

70  Overheated  boiler         ..... 

71  Caught  from  adjoining  building     . 

72  Spontaneous  combustion       .... 

Classification  of  causes  :  — 

Caught  from  the  adjoining  building 
Clothing  ignited  by  spark  from  stove 
Combustible  material  in  contact  with  stove 
Defective  grate     . 

"         smoke-pipe    . 
Friction  of  machinery    .... 
Heated  coals  placed  in  wooden  box 

"        rivets  in  contact  with  wood-work 
Ignition  of  stock  while  drying 

"         "  varnish 
Incendiary. 
Kerosene  oil-lamp,  explosion  of 

"  "      "      upsetting,  of 

Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  floor 


gas-get  in  contact  with  curtain 


«< 


sheathing 

"       lamp  in  contact  with  wood-work 
Origin  undoubtedly  accidental 
Overheated  boiler 

*'  flue    . 

' '  stove . 

"  stove-pipe  . 

Rats  among  matches 
Spontaneous  combustion 
Thawing  frozen  water-pipe 


$80  00 

15  00 

25  00 
200  00 

50  00 
150  00 

15  00 


75  00 


4,000  00 
1,000  00 
3,000  00 


1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
3 


Buildings  damaged  by  fire     .....         41 
Amount  of  damage  caused  by  fire  to  buildings,  $72,850  00 
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.Recapitulation  of  causes,  classified  :  — 
Accidents     ...... 

Asphaltum  ignited  by  lighted  candle 
Careless  use  of  matches 
Caught  from  a  smelting  furnace      . 
"  "     the  adjoining  building 

Charcoal  cinders  falling  on  floor     . 
Children  playing  with  matches 
Clothing  ignited  by  sparks  from  stove 
Coal-gas  explosion 
Combustible  material  in  contact  with  stove 
Defective  chimney 
<  i         forge 


n 


a 


furnace 

grate     .... 
steam-boiler  . 
"         stove      .... 
"         stove-pipe 
Electric  wires  in  contact  with  woodwork 
Fire  falling  from  forge  to  floor 


grate 


i  <. 


Fireworks  falling  on  roof 
Friction  of  machinery  . 
Gas,  explosion  of 
Gasoline  stove  upsetting 
Heated  coals  from  boiler  falling  on  floor 
"        "      furnace  "  ' 

"       "      stove      " 
"     placed  in  wooden  barrel 
"         "       on  floor 
"         "       on  hearth 
iron  falling  on  floor 
rivets  in  contact  with  wood-work 
Hot-air  pipes  in  contact  with  timbers 
Ignition  of  charcoal  dust 
"  dust  on  boiler 
"     "     "    hot-air  pipes 
"  matches 

< 4  stock  while  drying 
"  varnish 
Incendiary 
Kerosene  ignition    . 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  breaking 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  explosion 
Kerosene-oil  lamp,  upsetting 
Lighted  candle  in  contact  with  clothing 
Lighted  cigar  dropped  in  waste-paper 


2 
1 
1 
1 

54 
1 

13 
1 
1 
1 

26 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
7 
3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
7 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

72 
1 
4 

21 
4 
1 
2 
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Lighted  cigar  falling  on  mattress 

Lighted  cigar  thrown  in  spittoon 

Lighted  cigar  thrown  on  floor  . 

Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  clothing  or  curtain 

Lighted  gas-jet  in  contact  with  partition 

Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  clothing 

Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  curtain 

Lighted  lamp  in  contact  with  wood-work 

Lighted  match  dropped  on  curtain     . 

Lighted  match  falling  on  lounge 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  combustibles 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  floor  . 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  kindling-wood 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  shavings    . 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  straw 

Lighted  match  thrown  on  waste  paper 

Lighted  match  thrown  in  wooden  spittoon 

Lighted  paper  placed  against  woodwork 

Lightning 

Matches  in  clothing  ignited 

Naphtha,  explosion  of 

Naphtha,  ignition  of 

Naphtha  stove,  explosion  of 

Oil  stove,  upsetting 

Oil  tank  leaking  and  igniting 

Origin  undoubtedly  accidental 

Overheated  boiler    . 

Overheated  coflee-cooler  . 

Overheated  flue 

Overheated  furnace . 

Overheated  damper 

Overheated  shaft 

Overheated  smoke-pipe    . 

Overheated  steam-pipe     . 

Overheated  stove 

Parafme  melting  over  stove 

Rats  among  matches 

Soot  in  chimney  taking  fire 

Sparks  falling  in  box  of  coke 

Sparks  from  chimney  falling  on  roof 

Sparks  from  forge  falling  on  floor 

Sparks  from  locomotive  falling  on  roof 

Sparks  from  plumber's  hand  furnace 

Sparks  from  pumping-engine  falling  on  building 

Spontaneous  combustion  . 

Stove  upsetting 

Tar,  ignition  of 


1 
1 
4 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
7 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 

14 
1 

19 
1 
1 
7 
1 
2 
1 
1 

51 
2 
1 
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Thawing  frozen  water-pipes      ..... 

Tire  furnace,  caught  from 

Unprotected  stove-pipe     ...... 

Upsetting  of  kerosene-oil  stove  .... 

Number  of  buildings  damaged,  and  the  amount  of  dam 


age:  — 

January, 

45  buildings 

February, 

36 

March,  " 

34 

April, 

May, 

June, 

28 
29 
34. 

July, 
August, 

42 
44 

September, 
October, 

38 
26 

November, 

33 

December, 

41 

amount 


Total  number  of  buildings  damaged  by  fire 
Damaged  by  accident         . 


Amount  of  damage  incurred  by  fire  and  accident 
to  buildings  .  .         .  .- 


$19,840 
16,520 
15,920 
29,782 

250,301 
37,375 
16,696 
20,997 
27,980 
11,615 
43,803 
72,850 

429 

2 


431 


$563,679 


